
Memoirs of a Blazer 

5 Steps to finding the 
perfect blazer! 

 

 

So you’ve read on my blog all there is to know about the perfect blazer, but you still find 
yourself a little confused and need some guidance on how to find that blazer. Well no worries 
I’ve created a 5 step guide called the 5 C’s (yes like the ones you use to buy a diamond) to 
help you remember because duh diamonds are a girl’s best friend and what better way to 
always remember this guide! So let’s get cracking.  

Step 1: Colour 

The most obvious thing that draws like 90% of people to a store is colour. Colours determine 
everything in a look so first find the right colour. Corporate wear is normally dictated by black, 
white and navy so you’re really likely to find an assortment of blazers in these colours. I do 
know how boring that can be though so try to mix it up with a colour you actually like. It’s spring 
so you’re going to find all sorts of colours on the rack (including floral). My only advice is to 
make sure you match your colourful blazer with a neutral.  This will help make your blazer a 
statement piece and since it’s probably going to be your priciest piece it might as well stand 
out! 

 



 

 

Step 2: Cut 

The second most important thing to a blazer is the cut. It literally breaks 
my heart when I see a blazer that has a great colour but the cut is all 
wrong. Some of the blazers I have witnessed have not left the 18th 
century. Do not find yourself purchasing a blazer that has a poor cut. Look 
for designs that flatter your shape. You want something that speaks to 
your soul and shares your personality. Sometimes I like something trendy 
like a three quarter sleeve cut blazer that hangs just below my waist and 
sometimes I want a classic long sleeve blazer with a slit on the back to 
give it that chic and sophisticated look. Assess who you are as a person 
and your shape and go with the blazer that’s suits you. This brings me to 
my third step, clarity. 

Step 3: Clarity 

So what do I mean by clarity? Well does the blazer actually make sense, in your head?Is there 
any direction to what you are trying to achieve with the look? The best way to figure that out is 
to try it out on. The beauty of the blazer is that you don’t have to stand in dramatic fitting room 
queues to try it on. You just throw it on and look for a mirror and see how it fits you. You don’t 
want something that is too broad on the shoulders are too long along your arms. If you’re an 
accessories kind of person you want a sleeve that will accommodate your watch and bracelet. 
Also this is an opportunity look out for any abnormal stitching, a tear or make up when you try it 
on.  

Step 4: Carat 

Oh yes, so nothing can bring you back to earth quite like the 
value of a blazer and what’s worse is LOVING a blazer so badly 
but the price doesn’t seem to love you back. So the accountant in 
me is going to come out for a second and ask you this one 
question, “ Are you getting your return on investment from this 
blazer?”.  What do I mean? Well are you going to make a lot of 
outfits from this blazer or is it one of those occasional pieces? 
Remember that this must something that compliments the 
majority of your wardrobe. Blazers generally don’t come cheap so 
my advice is to try the more high end stores in your area when 
there is an end of season sale because you’ll get incredible 
quality and won’t break the bank. Also keep in mind not to settle 
either. The only thing worse than buying an expensive blazer is 

buying a cheap one. While you’re fitting the blazer feel the material. Does it feel like something 
that will last? Is it something that will tear easily or lose its colour. If you answer yes to any of 



these kinds of questions put it down immediately! Keep a budget in mind and do not deviate 
away from it no matter how cute the blazer looks. If the price is a match made in heaven then 
we can move on to the final step. 

Step 5: Confidence 

This is like that Legally Blonde “bend and snap” moment. If you’re not going to do something 
with confidence then don’t bother doing it at all, so you have to rock your blazer. It has to help 
you access your inner Sasha Fierce. The blazer is the ultimate bad ass in your corporate 
wardrobe and it really deserves to be slayed with confidence. A blazer will accentuate your 
presence in a room so make it work! 

 

Alright so now that you have accessed my 5 steps to finding the perfect blazer, remember to 
save it on your desktop or mobile for easy reference and if you want to get some inspo from 
some of the looks that I published on my blog then go to www.memoirsofablazer.com 

Keep an eye on out on my blog for more tips and tricks! 

Love Khanya
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